ANTI-CLIMAX

important. It symbolised the way things get done by China ;
suddenly, ruthlessly, unanimously, in overwhelming force.
There was no premeditation or co-ordination, just a pressure
building up till something had to give way, and as irresistibly
as the water flowing beneath them the thousand ships came to
Changsha. And that was not all. Most of them were going
further upstream, but all must stop at the Changsha Customs
House to pay Inter-port Duty on their cargoes. The Customs
had no soldiers with rifles to enforce the law, and indeed the
sailors who had faced the minefields were not likely to be
checked by mere muskets. The Customs Marshal stood on the
foreshore and shouted, and as he reached the appropriate point
every junk-master dropped his sail and turned in to comply
with the law.

I am glad this happened before I left Hunan. In my long
months of association with destruction and defeat and flight,
in the presence of destitution and suffering and unchecked
disease, I had lost sight of the underlying vitality of China that
had struck me so forcibly in the first years. One day, I feel,
China will shrug her vast shoulders : there will be wounds, but
the burden of Japan will be flung to the winds. And as long
as the watermen of China put in to pay their taxes without
compulsion, because it is the law, we may be sure she will not
abuse her victory.
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